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By the end of 4th GRADE our students are strategically reading and writing for a variety
of purposes. This document will share examples of those expectations for meeting the
standard in reading and writing.
Sample of text that MEETS end of
4th grade standard.
The Lightning Thief Riordan, R..
(2005) Hyperion

Reading Strategies/Behaviors
For End-of-4th Grade Readers
•
•
Characteristics of End-of-4th Grade Texts
(Benchmark Level S)
o Some text having dense print and unique structures,
layouts
o Memorable characters, with both good and bad traits,
who change and develop over time
o Descriptive language providing details important to
understanding the complex plot (numerous episodes, time
shifts)
o Settings distant in time and space from students’
experiences
o Some words with connotative meaning that are essential
to understanding the text
o Full range of readers’ tools (text features: table of
contents, headings, index, glossary, captions, etc.)
o Content requiring the reader top take on diverse
perspectives

WEBSITES FOR 4th Grade LITERACY:
Reading Rockets
http://www.readingrockets.org/audience/parents/

Read, Write, Think
http://www.readwritethink.org/search/?resource_type=72

Internet4Classrooms connections
http://www.internet4classrooms.com/

•
•

•
•
•

Reads rapidly, orally and silently
Rapidly acquires vocabulary through
wide reading
Flexible in reading many different
kinds of texts
Demonstrates understanding and
sophistication in interpreting
meaning.
Goes beyond the text to interpret
characters and theme.
Extends text meaning through
research or writing.
Revises (synthesizes) interpretations
as new information is encountered
Book Ideas for Your Child
My Teacher is a… Series
(Coville)
Frindle
(Clements)
Because of Winn Dixie
(DiCamillo)
Clarice Bean Series
(Child)
Sarah Plain and Tall
(Maclachlan)
Little House Series
(Wilder)

Many 4th grade students continue to enjoy series books, follow the works of favorite authors and enjoy
nonfiction. Sometimes they are reluctant to try new genres. Choice is very important for their independent
reading so having a wide range of options may help them stretch their comfort zone while respecting that
reading is a relationship that is created between the author and reader.
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Writing
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Characteristics of End-of-4th Grade Writing
•
•
•
•

Orient the reader by establishing a situation, introduces a narrator and/or characters, and
organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally
Effectively uses narrative techniques such as dialogue and description to develop events
and show the characters’ external behaviors and internal responses to events
Organized with a variety of temporal words and phrases to manage the sequence of events
(some sense of paragraphing).
Use concrete and sensory words and phrases to convey events and experiences precisely.
Control of standard conventions that does not detract from meaning of piece

-from the Augusta Developmental Writing Continuum

Writing Ideas for
Home

Sample of student work that MEETS the
standard for end of 4th grade.

-Write letters to family or
businesses
-Keep a journal or scrapbook
-Read books by favorite
authors and discuss their
writing style
-Use words and phrases from
favorite books in your own
writing
-Make your own graphic novel
-Start your own “series” book

State Standards
for Literacy

http://www.corestandards.org
/the-standards
To know what the expectations
are for your child, by grade level,
you can visit this website. Almost
every state in the nation has
adopted these rigorous standards.
Your child’s teacher can tell you
more about how they teach to
these standards and what they
mean for your child’s instruction
.

The writer used specific, precise words to convey events in an engaging
manner. Dialogue gives insight into the characters’ thoughts and
actions. Temporal words are used to signal transitions and passage of
time. The writer is using paragraphs to organize the writing clearly.

2

